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PHE little Relief the poor Soldiers have received after their 
. long and tedjous Atteridance at the Parliament-Houſe, hath 
- = obliged we to make a particular Taquiry into the Merit of 
ell to ſatisſie my own Curiofity, as to juſtiſie their 


was in Ireland, they ( who received moſt) received not ex 
tember the firſt, 1689. to the laſt of De- 
the Colonels, and moſt of the C Captzine, 
'of the 270% Arrears, ſtated from Sep- 


ber the firſt, 1689. to the n of March, 1692. Let the Ollficers' |. 
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Loth of February, and 24th of April 1695. (in an Humble Ad- 
dreſs preſented to His Majeſty by the Parliament, intimating to 
„Him, That the Soldiers, who had ſerved in the Reducing of 
| Ireland, had fully proved all Matters complained of, in their 
Petitions, and that there was Uareaſonable Deductigns made out 
of their Pay, and that they ought to he paid out of the Arrears 
due to the reſpeQive Regiments, petitigned agaiuſt.) Commanding 
them to Accompt with, and Pay their Men, on pain of Caſheeriog to 
Auth Officers as ſhould refuſe to obey HisMajeſties Ordets) | 
to this Hour, to give the Soldiers any accompt of the Pay, due to 
them for their Service in Ireland; but Detains, from ſome, aboye 520 


Days: 14 and from pthlers, about 600. And ſome Colo- 
nels refuſe” to give the Captains, or their Executors, any Ac- 


compt of the Pay due to themſelves, or the Troops, and Com- 
panies, under their Command, in the Reducing of Ireland; altho' 
by Acts of Parliament, in the 3d and 4th Years of the Reign of 
King Win and Qyeen Mary, which Act was Yearly renewed, 
till 1698, wherein the Subſiſtance (allowed for the Neceſſary 
Support of Bread and Drink, was ſettled, and to be Paid with- 
out any Deductions whatſoever) to every Non-Commiſſioned 
Officer and Soldier, (their Cloathes and Acoutrements being other- 
ways provided at a Rack Price) yet they were no ſooner Landed 
in Flanders, But out of every Twenty Shillings/ the Soldier recei. 
ved, he loſt 27 10. Likewiſe, it was the general Practice of 
the Officer to Deduct out of the remaining part of their Subſiſtance, 
for Tents, and Tent-Equipage, Baggage, Horſes, Clerks Fees, Chi- 
rurgeons Fees, Contingencies, exacting 4 d. or 5 d. onevery eight 
days Bread, above the Contract made, detaining ſeveral Weeks 
Bread, with ſeveral Months Pay, from Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons; 
likewiſe, ſtopping 6 4. per day from the Light- olle. aud 3, per 
day from Dragaons, four Campaignes. By ſuch Uajuſt Devices 
ſome Officers have ingroſs*d to themſelves almoſt one half the Pay | 
allowed by the Government, for the neceſſary ſupport.of Bread and 1 
Drink, to the Nop-Gommiltoged Olicers le Sgldiers, that Served 
in tender, as well as ſoqꝶ have detaiged the whole Pay, from, 
izersand Soldiers that Seryed in he reducing, of Ireland :, (the 
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poor Soldiers) being foro d to admit of theſe Deductions, under the 


Threats and Terrors of a gurt. Marſball; moſt likewiſe were fore d 
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to Sign Acquitances every Pay-day, before any Pay was tendre 

them ; it being a Crime with the Officers, ( deſerving no leſs than 
Death, or Gantelet) for the Soldiers, to ask (either Money or Bread; 
altho without both, or to refuſe to Sign Acquitances.) To 
prove the Truth of this Alligat ion, I could inſtance ſeveral Inhumane 
and Barbarous Cruelties, have been committed on the Soldiers, for 
asking for their Pay, or their Bread; (altho by way of Humble Pe- 
tition,) which I ſhall at preſent forbear to mention: His Majeſty 
( on the Disbanding and Reducing the Army) was pleaſed to 
direct his Royal Orders, to theCommanding Officers of each Reige- 
ment of Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons, Commanding that the Quar- 
ters ot each Troop or Company, ſhould be fully ſatisfied ; as 
alſo, that the, Accompts between every Non-Commiſſioned Of- 
cer, and private Soldier, and their Officers, be made to the Day 
of their Disbanding, and that they be fully paid their Arrears, or 
other juſt Pretenſions; what Compliance hath been (hewn to His 
Ma jeſties Orders, or to an Act of Parliament, made in 1699, for 
the Relief of the poor Soldiers in general, their Complaints 
the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, do ſufficiently teſtifie, when the 
Committee. thought. it proper, that a Bill ſhoufd be drawn, to 
erect a Court of Judicature, to compel! the Officers to pay and clear of 
their Menz which Bill was readin the Houſe once or twice, &then was 
laid by: And an other AQ made, Conſtituting Commiſſioners to take, 
examine, and determine the Debts due to the Army ; G c. but the 
word Soldier being forgot in that Act, the Officers only found Relief: 
It is well worth your Honours Conſideration to obſerve, how 
careful our Predeceſſors have been, in providing for the Servant's 
Wages 3 when once Camplaint is made, the Civil Magiſtrate in a Cor- 
poration, or the Juſtige, of e Counry communde the 
Payment; and it is Miserable, that the Soldiers (who hazard their 
Lives, ſpends their Tomhful Days, and too often come home with 
fewer Limbs than they carried into the Field, beſides the Hardſhips 


and Fatigues of War, ) ſhould have no Relief, but what common 


Law, or a long Suit in Chancery will allow, which they are not 


120 able to Proſecute and if any were able, the Receipts and Acquit- 


tances which have been Extorted from them, before, at, aud ſiace 


| 2 F the Disbanding''and Reduging the Army, the Officers have to pro- 


due ia Court againſt them; it being the general Practice of the 
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Officers, on the Disbanding and Reducing the Army, to refuſethe Soldier's 
Diſcharges, until they firſt Sign d Acquittances, knowing that unleſs they 
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Corporation, where they intend to ſetle themſelves, conform to the tenor 
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of an Act of Parliament, made for their Incouragement, they can have no 
© benefit of the ſaid Act, ſo being forc'd to procure their my oy by Signe 
ing, an Acquittarice ; altho many never received one penny Pay the time 
they ſerved, nor His Majeſties Bounty. Money when Diſcharged. 4 0 
I am not able to ſet forth the Oppreſſion and Miſeries, the poor Soldiers 
labour under, through the Wicked, Malicious, and Unjuſt Proceedings of 
the Officers againſt them. As If. In Extorting Receipts from them. 24ly, 
Ia detaining from them their Pay, (which I humbly conceive, their good 
and faithful Sef vice may juſtly intitle them to.) _ 3d/y, In ſtripping ſome, 
and in denying, and turning others out of their Service; the Officers deeming 
uch of the Disbanded, (as have either Petitioned the Parliament, for Juſtice 
= againſt them, or have Arreſted their Officer) to be Mutinous and Conten- 
tlous; ſo by detraction, they are rendered ' uncapable of ſerving His Majeſty 
in a Military Function, (and ill Rewarded, for their good and faithful Ser- 
vice,) which hath oblig'd many to ſeek Service in France, others 
to Sell themſelves for a term of Years, to the Plantations, others through 
extreme Want, have fallen to indirect Courſes; and moſt or all, after 
having ſpent their all in giving. Attendance at the od ment-Houſe, ha 
E contracted Debts with ſeveral of the Inhabitants, in and about” the Cit) 
| Londen and Weſtmijnſter, and Liberties of the ſame. So unleſs they are in- 
- abled by this Honourable Parliament, ro 595 by compelling the Officers to 
pay and clear them: Notwithſtanding the Receipts which have been Extor- 
ted from them; ſeveral Inhabitants Will ſuſtain great Loſs, if not many Ruin- 
ed); fohe- already being fednc'd to chat Poverty, that they are not able 
to pay the Pariſh- Duties. All which being humbly ſubmitted to your Hon- 
ours Conſideration, hoped. as I can prove the Truth of theſe Alligati- 
ons; that your Honour will appear, as you have always been ready to 
(affiſt the Poor and Needy, and willing to ſupport the Oppreſt) by contri- 
buting your Indeavours that a due Method may be taken, that the poor Soldi- 


ers, (who by their Bravety 'abroad, - have Eternin d the Honour of Exg- 


land,) may have ſome ſpeedy” relief, - aghinſt/ their Officers, who injoy the 
Sweat of their Labours, (and Spurne at all Acts of Parliament, and the God 
Almighty. proſper your Intents, and give a Happy Iſſue to your Indeavours: 
Since nothing is deſired by the Soldiers bus an Acc nor any further 
deſign inme, but to aſſert the juſt Complaint of the Oppreſt. 
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have honourable Diſcharges to produce to the Magiſtrate of the City, or 
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